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bird had won, as they simply beat each other
with their wings, cooing loudly the whole
time, and sometimes one seemed victorious,
and sometimes the other. However, there
were doubtless points in the combat which
we did not understand, and the Manipuris
always took the deepest interest in them.

Latterly, after the expulsion of the Maha-
rajah, his brother, the regent, put a stop to
these pigeon-fights, as the gambling over
them was becoming excessive, and several
of the younger princes had been seriously
involved, and the state had had to pay their
debts. A heavy punishment was inflicted
upon anyone found encouraging a pigeon-
fight, and even the casual spectators received
a beating, whilst the owners of the birds, and
whoever had instigated the proceedings, were
hauled up before the durbar and fined large
sums. However, Prince Angao Senna was
never caught red-handed, though we heard
that he still continued to encourage and attend
these stances on the quiet.